
 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                             

 
 

Grace Notes 
 

A publication of  

Grace United Methodist Church  
St. Augustine, Florida  

 

Office: 904 - 829 - 8272   -    Fax 904 - 829 - 8201  

8 Carrera Street,  St. Augustine, FL 32084  

E- Mail: gracemeth@comcast.net  

Website: graceumcstaugustine.org  
 

Our Mission Statement:   

ñHelp people find life in Jesus Christ.ò 
  

 

September 2011  

Grace United Methodist Church  

8 Carrera Street  
St. Augustine, FL  32084  

 

OUR CHURCH STAFF  

                  Pastor: The Rev. Dr. James I. Reeher      Associate Pastor: Rev. James Walker  

Office Administrator: Janet Rusin       Music Director: Dan Shorb       Organist: Robert Meade       

Sexton: Bob Rusin      Head Usher: Rose Register        Deaf Interpreter: Barbara McColskey    

 Nursery Attendant: Amanda Butler       Rob Sims & Chip Hawthorne: Childrenôs & Youth Leaders 

Kathy Walker & Jaycie Leibin: Childrenôs Ministry     Michael Munn: Contemporary Music Minister 

                                                                                                                                                                             Moments of Grace 

 

Sometimes the writers of the Bible use analogies that are difficult to understand or do not make much sense to we modern 

people.  On other occasions the analogies are crystal clear.  One of those times is in Paulôs letter to the church at Corinth.  In 1 

Corinthians 12, Paul shares an analogy that the church body is just like our human body. 
 

In his analogy Paul reminds us that each of our body parts is different, yet they are all a part of the body.  He also shares the 

importance of each part being different so our bodies can function.  The analogy also reminds us that each part needs the other 

so the body can function.  Lastly Paul reminds us that some of our body parts are the weakest but remain very important to all.   
 

So what does this imply for the body of Christ called Grace UMC?  We can learn a number of things from this analogy: 

1. EVERYONE is important to the body.  Each of us has some part that we play in making Grace the church 

God intends us to be.  Have you ever lost the use of some part of your body?  During that time you could not 

do the things you could do when everything was working correctly.  The same is true of the church; 

EVERYONE is important and necessary for us to accomplish what God wants us to do. 

2. EACH of us is different!  I guess this is an understatement, but sometimes we find it difficult to work with 

others who see and understand the world differently than we do.  But Paul reminds us of our unity ñéand 

have all been made to drink into one Spirit.ò  In other words, we become one body because of the Holy Spirit 

and our shared nature in Jesus Christ. 

3. WE HAVE NEED OF EACH OTHER.  Paul reminds us that the eye can not say to the hand I have no need 

of you or the head to the feet I have no need of you. The need is not just so the body ñworksò but also because 

we are to care for one another and to suffer and rejoice together. 
 

We are in the process of merging two congregations into one new body!  Little by little our leaders are coming together into a 

new team of disciples.  At a recent Council on Ministries meeting we began to repaint our vision for the future church.  Rev. 

Jim Walker proposed a number of new ministries we can all share in as we press forward in the faith.  We are preparing to 

launch a ñChurch Dayò on the Flagler College campus in October.  We will need your help with baked goods and door prizes.  

He is giving leadership to the small group ministry of our church and will be surveying the congregation to determine those 

who have been trained and are willing to give leadership to small group ministry in our community of faith.  We will be 

training folks for small group ministry in the near future.  We are looking for ways to bring the entire congregation together 

for fellowship events.  One event starting soon will be an evening fellowship dinner.  Already beginning is a new United 

Methodist Menôs monthly breakfast on Sept.24th!  
 

So I ask you, ñWhat part of the body called Grace UMC are you?  Are you functioning as a part of the body?  Do you realize 

how important you are to the future of our church?  As God continues to call our church into new and different areas of 

ministry, the importance of each of the parts of the body becomes more obvious, EACH OF US IS IMPORTANT as a part of 

this body.   
 

Let us care for one another as Jesus would have us participate and care for one another. 

 

By Godôs grace in Jesus Christ, Jim                    

CAMP MEETING 
 

Most of us have heard about a ñcamp meeting.ò  It has a rather broad connotation today, so I thought it 
might be interesting and informative to review a little history of the camp meeting.  
 
Following the Revolutionary War, hard - working Methodist circuit riders, poor Baptist farmer - preachers, 
and self - sacrificing Presbyterian teacher - preachers were concerned about the primitive and spiritually -

desolate conditions on the frontier.  By the early 1800ôs, these three denominations had joined forces and 
were holding outdoor revivals called camp meetings.  Groups would camp for days or even weeks for vital 
Gospel preaching and vigorous hymn singing.  Immensely popular, camp meetings attracted thousands, 
beginning in Kentucky and spreading through Tennessee, the Carolinas, Ohio, Georgia, Virginia, 
Maryland, Delaware, Pennsylvania, New York, Massachusetts, Connecticut, Vermont, and New Hampshire.  
The camp meeting hymns were simple, usually in ballad style, with a singable, contagious refrain, and 

mainly concerned with the salvation of the sinner.  Tune books were not plentiful in those days, so most 
of the hymns were taught by rote.  Although ecumenical in the beginning, by 1825 camp meetings were 
almost exclusively a Methodist institution.  Of course, Methodists have been known since John Wesleyôs 
day to be hearty singers, so Iôm sure that the love of singing had a lot to do with the Methodists hanging 
on to this tradition.  One of the thrills of my childhood was singing in a loud but precise outdoor choir, 

and hearing our echo bounce through the woods and across the hills.  As late as the mid - twentieth 
century (before churches were air - conditioned), Methodist and Evangelical United Brethren churches in 

particular often moved outside during the summer, but they didnôt necessarily camp overnight.  For those 
born in the first half of the 20th century, ñcamp meetingò became known as a summer revival meeting, 
usually in a pastoral setting in the country, characterized by dynamic evangelistic preaching and heart -
felt energetic singing.  
 

 
 

~Dan, the Music Man 



2 nd  Jack Garner  
4 th      Paula Merritt  
 Jim Woods  
5 th   L.C. Cole  
8 th  Dale Hensel       

 Brenda Blake  
 Frances Williams  
9 th  Jaycie Leibin  
11 TH      Barry Dunham  

12 th  Dina Taylor  
13 th  Jill Fuhrman                  
14 th   Harlan Trofholz  

 Cindy Amy  
17 th       Doug Clewis                                                    
19 th  Robert Peter  
21 st   Edward Wertz  
 Melanie Biggerstaff  
22 nd   Norma Day  
24 th   June Miles  

 Barbara Dennison  
 Wilma Sloane  
25 th   Jonathan Osgood  
26 th  Jerry Broyhill  
 

  

 
1st       Harry & Marjorie 
 Daugherty  
2nd    Frederick & Norma Day  

6th  Chuck & Gail Holmes  
7th  Roy & Brenda Blake  
9th  Jack & Isabel Garner  
10th  J.B. & Mary Jane Hunt  
25th  Burt & Karen Maguire  
 Steve & Debi Ziemer  

26 th  Walt & Dottie Hardy  
 

CIRCLE OF CARE  
 

Nathan Hagen Adrin, Anne Barnes, Javier Bermeo, Miguel 

Bermeo, Matt Box, Pat Brumfield, Martha Cloud, Herb Conkey, 
Betty Crosby, Hilmer Jean Dicks, Jim Donnelly, Jakc & Natalie 
Elliott, Mimi Embree, Dorothy Fahringer, Teresa Gariss, Carol 
Garrity, Sheli Thompson -Gauthier, Mary Gessells, Erich Geyer, 

Roger Gilmore, Katrina Graham, Gladys Hendren, Benjamin Herskovitz, 
Lynn Gotham, Marcile Hoffman, Gail Holmes, Shara Holt,  Ethel Hussey, 
Claire Jaeger, Liz Kenline, Mike Kirsch, Geraldine Klinger, Priscilla Kraft, 

Bonnie Lee, Carlee Longman, Brian MacMullen, Shirley MacMullen, Bella 
Rose Massey,  Deborah P. McDowell, Peggy Nazworth, Caleb Norman & 
family, Rev. Curtis Norton, Martha OôBarto, John OôBrian, Mitchell Parks, 
Mary Paul, Glenn Peters, Kathy Phelps, Kris Phillips & family, John Ponder, 
Nan Repass, Lee Saucier, Larry & Maria Schineller, Griffin Shippy, Mr. & 
Mrs. B.B. Shorb, Sarah Steele, Ethel Stiltner, Dina Taylor, Bruce Wm. 

Walsh,  Ed Wertz, Betty Young  Grafton House: Helen Matthews  Ponce 

DeLeon Care Center: Hallie Grubb San Marco Terrace: Lila Reyes  
Westminster Woods:  Pearl Kercheval, David & Midge Berger  

 

In the Military: Maj. Will Bermeo, Ltjg. Christopher Bordino -

USS WASP, Paul Bradley, CDR Jeff Bringle, Brandon Burnette -
US Army, Nicholas Callahan, Brandon W. Clark, Austin Graham
-Army, 2Lt. Jimmy Harris, Wesley Jackson, ISC Ray LeMieux, 
SSgt Miles Massey/USAF -OSI, Brian Pack, Brian Riggenbach, 
MAC Albert J. Spiess, Master Sgt. Justin Smarr, CTR Mark 

Spurling, Jr., Jason Strohmetz, Thessalomica Vila -Navy, Cpt. Mary E. Webb, 

Tom Wetmore, Sgt. Jay A. Witt  
 

PLEASE NOTE ! If you have a friend or a loved one in the military please 
send in their picture and their rank to be placed on the bulletin board. You 
may drop it off at the office Mon -Fri 9am -2pm, or mail or e -mail.  

 

THIS MONTH  
 

5th     Labor Day, Office Closed  

7th    Choir Rehearsal Resumes  
8th      UMW 10:00 am  
13th  Staff/Parish Meeting  
15th  Womenôs Night Out potluck 
 dinner, 6:30 pm  
17th    BYKOTA Dinner, 5:30pm              
 Wedding, 4:30 pm  

20th    UMW Evening Group, 7pm  
24th  United Methodist Menôs 
 Breakfast, 8 am  
 Wedding, 4 pm  
27th  Fellowship Barbeque, 6pm  

28th  COM meeting, 7pm  
 

WEEKLY  

Sunday Worship Services:  
 8:30 & 11:00 a.m. -  Traditional  
 5:00 p.m. Casual/Contemporary  

 9:30 a.m.  Sunday School  
 4:00 p.m. Bible Study  
 4:00 p.m. Youth, Gr. 6 - 12  

TUESDAYS :   
 Upper Room Prayer Group,        
 10:00 am, Wesley Room  

          Busy Fingers, 1:30 pm  
W EDNESDAY :   
 Choir Rehearsal 7:30pm  
 
 

CHURCH DAY AT FLAGLE R COLLEGE  
Flagler College has offered us the 
opportunity to host a "Church Day" on 
the grounds of Flagler College to 
familiarize the students to the churches 
in the downtown area. If you are willing 

to help please contact Pastor Walker at 
904 - 540 - 6959.  
 

MEALS THAT HEAL   

A new ministry that serves Grace Church 
members in  need of a few meals after a 
medical event. If you are interested in 
helping please contact Paula Namie at 
904 - 471 - 6373.  
 

FELLOWSHIP DINNERS E VERY OTHER 

MONTH BEGINNING IN OCTOBER  
First dinner -  October 2 at 6PM after 
service -  "Prepare and Share" (Pot Luck) 

Second Dinner -  December 4 at 6PM 
after service -  Details TBA  
Contact Judy James at 904 - 940 - 4815  
 

SERVICE OPPORTUNITY  with the 
Transportation Team -  If you can 
o c c a s i o n a l l y  h e l p  t o  p r o v i d e 
transportation to help some of our 
members attend our church events, a 
team is being formed to offer this 

service. Contact Gary Hare at 904 - 687 -
9895 or by e - mail at 3244@comcast.net.  

 
 
 
 
 

Needed through   
August.........$ 280,896  
 

Received through  
Augustéé...$ 298,320 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Mission Offering  
(Council on Aging)  
éééééé..$ 812 
 

Childrenôs Home  
éééééééé.$ 204 

 

If  your birthday or anniversary  
is not listed  

please notify the church office!  

Happy   

Anniversary  

 

Fellowship of Christian Athletes is touching millions of lives...one heart at a time. Since 1954, the Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes has been challenging coaches and athletes on the professional, college, high school, 
junior high and youth levels to use the powerful medium of athletics to impact the world for Jesus Christ. 
FCA is the largest Christian sports organization in America. FCA focuses on serving local communities by 
equipping, empowering and encouraging people to make a difference for Christ.  
 

 

*Please use your mission envelope when giving.  

 

Grace United Methodist Men (GUMM)  
 

United Methodist Men creates an atmosphere of fellowship for adult men of all ages to strengthen their 
Christian growth and continued development thru support to each other, thru support to our church and 
its ministries and thru outreach to others in the community. This is accomplished with a monthly 
breakfast meeting and by service to Grace UMC and to the community.  
 

On September 24, 2011 at 8:00 am the Grace United Methodist Men (GUMM) will hold their first monthly 
fellowship breakfast.  The  guest speaker will be Charlie Seraphin . His topic will be: ñHow to successfully manage 
the media...the story of Ronald Reagan's best kept media relations secret.ò During his radio career, Charlie was invited 

to White House and enjoyed lunch with President Reagan, his cabinet and top political advisors. He will also share how 
he has used his faith in his life and work.  
When  ï 8 am Saturday September 24, 2011 for fellowship with breakfast at 8:30 am and the speaker following 
breakfast  
Where  ï Grace UMC fellowship hall  
Cost  -  $7 per person for cost of breakfast & to begin a mission fund  
 

Reservations  -  please contact: Janet at Grace UMC 829 - 8272 or e - mail gracemeth@comcast.com  or 
ronaldmiller2000@aol.com by Friday, Sept.23 at noon so we know how to plan. Title your e - mail GUMM 
breakfast and provide your name and the name of any guests  
 

Is there a friend that you could invite to join you for this event?  
 

OUR SEPTEMBER  

MISSION OFFERING  
 

THE FELLOWSHIP OF  

CHRISTIAN ATHLETES  

 

 

ñFor I know the plans I have for you,ò declares the LORD, ñplans to prosper you and not to harm you,  
plans to give you hope and a future.ò   Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV)  

                                                                                                                                   

I pray that God, the source of hope, will fill you completely with joy and peace because you trust I  him.  
Then you will overflow with confident hope through the power of the Holy Spirit.   Romans 15:13 (NLT)  

                                                                                                                                         

The Life Enrichment Center is located under the oak trees on the shores of beautiful Lake Griffin in Fruitland 
Park, just north of Leesburg. This 400 - bed conference and retreat center offers Christian hospitality through 
its adult - friendly sleeping rooms, meeting rooms, worship space with A/V capabilities, and a dining hall with 

full - service meals overlooking the lake. Each sleeping room offers two beds with private bathroom. Centrally 
located in Floridaôs Lake County, the quiet, serene setting offers a perfect place for reflection and revival.  
 

The meeting rooms, dining room and lodging buildings are all within a short walk of each other with level 

paved paths.   Guests can use the prayer chapel, walk the "Path of Silence" or nature trail, sit on a swing by 
the lake, or take a prayerful walk in the labyrinth.  Whether you are here with a small event or large 
conference, you will experience renewal as you learn, relax and grow here at The Life Enrichment Center.  
 

The women of Grace Church have decided on this particular weekend, March 2 - 4  for the 2012 retreat.  
 

Since registration fills up quickly, we will need to have your credit card information NO LATER THAN 
SEPTEMBER 15, 2011 , to guarantee our date. We will then go onto their website to register as soon as 

registration opens October 1, 2011.  
 

For more information you may contact Martha Hasty, martha.hasty@gmail.com, call her 904 - 461 - 3914, or 
Janet Rusin at the church office 904 - 829 - 8272, gracemeth@comcast.net.  
 

 

 

 
2012 Womenõs Retreat - March 2-4 

Life Enrichment Center Fruitland Park, Florida 

 

Keynote Speaker:  
Rev. Sue Haupert-Johnson 

 

Bible Leader: Emily Sterling 
 

Music Leader: Maureen Still Band 

mailto:graceumc@comcast.com


              WE WEL COME OUR NEW STAFF MEMBER  
                                                TO OUR GRACE CHURCH FAMILY 

 
Our new 5 pm praise team leader is Michael Munn. Michaelôs 
primary skills include Worship Leader, vocalist, acoustic and 
electric guitar, drums, arranging, song writing, training, 
team development and teaching. Mike says he sings like 
Darrell Evans, plays Lincoln Brewster, writes like Matt 

Redman and motivates people like William Wallace.  
 

Michael has been playing, singing, and writing for over 15 
years, and is a core member of the Good News Got No Blues 
Band, and Key of the Spirit.  
 

He is a great addition to our church staff bringing his zest 
for worship and praise!  
 

If you havenôt worshipped at the 5pm Sunday night service 
as yet, be sure to do so. You will be uplifted in musical 

prayer.  
 

Be sure to welcome Michael to our church family.  Michael Munn  

Contemporary Music Minister  

Grace United Methodist Men (GUMM) 
 

On September 24, 2011 at 8:00 am the Grace United Methodist Men (GUMM) will hold their first 

monthly fellowship breakfast. The guest speaker will be Charlie Seraphin. His topic will be: ñHow 

to successfully manage the media...the story of Ronald Reagan's best kept media relations secret.ò 

During his radio career, Charlie was invited to White House and enjoyed lunch with President Reagan, 

his cabinet and top political advisors. He will also share how he has used his faith in his life and work. 
 

Charlie Seraphin is a recognized leader in professional sports sales and marketing.  After an award-winning career in 

major market radio, Charlie moved to professional sports 15 years ago as the Chief Marketing Officer for MLBôs Texas 

Rangers.  Five years later he joined the Kansas City Royals as VP Sales, Communications and Marketing.  In 2007 he 

ran the NBA Development League team in Tulsa, and before moving to St. Augustine worked for three years as Senior 

VP Sales/Marketing for Hunt Sports Group; owner/operators of the NFL Kansas City Chiefs, and MLS Columbus 

Crew and FC Dallas.   
 

When ï 8 am Saturday September 24, 2011 for fellowship with breakfast at 8:30 am and the speaker following 

breakfast 

Where ï Grace UMC fellowship hall 

Cost - $7 per person for cost of breakfast & to begin a mission fund 
 

Reservations - please contact: Janet at Grace UMC 829-8272 or e-mail gracemeth@comcast.net or 

ronaldmiller2000@aol.com by Friday, Sept. 23 at noon so we know how to plan. Title your e-mail GUMM 

breakfast and provide your name and the name of any guests. 
 

Is there a friend that you could invite to join you for this event?  
 

CHERUB 

RESTORATION 

COMPLETED  
 

Termites have been a constant 

problem for the church.  Several 

years ago it was determined that 

termites had gained access to the 

Cherub heads carved on the high raised pulpit to the left (west) 

of the altar.  They had eaten through almost the entire head of 

each Cherub.  During the months of June and July a highly 

skilled restoration expert worked on the restoration.  The expert 

stated that almost the entire core of the Cherub heads had been 

destroyed by the termites when the damage was surveyed.   

Only the facial surface had survived.  The restoration expert 

filled the core of the Cherub heads with a type of epoxy that has 

restored the heads to stability.  Notice, if not already, that the 

entire pulpit has been re-stained and looks brand new. 
 

 An interesting footnote:  Frank Proudfoot who carved the 

heads, grandfather of Mrs. Murray Long (Sylvia Pacetti), used 

Maude Harris as the model for the Cherub heads.  [1]  
 

[1] THE HISTORY AND ARCHITECTURE OF THE GRACE 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH by Elizabeth Kimball 

Oliver, page 3  (1991) 
 

Richard Backlund, acting Historian & Archivist 

 
 


